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FERIOD: 0001 hours 17 February to 2420 hours 17
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Total Effective
(b) Sortics Sors-cs

Mannare
SOWES

Heavy Bomber Atkse 895 4 5

Fighter Bscort (a) 167

nH I

K
Fighter Sweeps 0

Fighter Bombing 0

P
A
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E

Photo Recon. 9

Weather Recone 21 2l

tn =

kir/Sea Rescue ih I,
Special Operations 11 10

Totals 1107 517

a) Groups based on Continent did not onerate,
b) According to USSTAF Regul:tions 80-0B, 20 January 1945, ()

'sortie' is an aircrart airborne on a mission a ~oinst the enemy (synonymous
with terms: aireraft dispatched, aircraft ti-bhorne end aircruft tolding ofv,
previously used)"; (2) "in 'efrective sortic! s sortie which cerries
purpose of the mission". This applies to end bomberse (Soc s
regulations for further explanations.) I oo omdince with the shove the
"dispatched" and "attacking", formerly nsed, heve been elindinsted.
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B. OPERATIONAT, SUMMARY

L

l. Bomber Attacks

895 a/c (607 B-17s, 288 B-24s) from “hree Air Divisions sortied in
three forces ageinst synthetic oil plenis in Gormeny.’ Due to adverse cloud
corditions ctusing difficultics in assenbly and a forecast of sdverse buse
congitions upon rcturn, the lst end 2nd Aix sions were recalleds The Srd
Air Division, hzving had no difficultics in as: emily, continucd in nine grous
forntions (346 B-17s) egainst Frankfurt /Y and Frakfurt/Hederhein VOl
Casting Plant, targets of the alternate plane 331 a/c drorped 811.8 tons
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GP on Frankfurt M/Y and several T/0s ot 1153-1308 hours from 22,000-25,500
fcets Bombing on H2X with some visual assistse Leaflets dropped on Frantfurt
and Hanaue Veather: 8/10-10/10 enroutc; 5/10-8/10 over Frankfurt vith tons
at 6000 feet, Flok: meager to moderate, accurate, Battle Demopes 92 minor,
1 major, 1 Cat. "E". E/A Opposition: mnils Three Me-262s sighted - onc in
the Frankfurt area and two NE of Hanau; onc Me-410 sighted SE of Coblenz.
Claims: nil. Losses: 3 B-17s (1 to sy 1 cditched, 1 to unknovm causes) and
2 B=24s of the 2nd iir Division (1 ditched, 1 %o unknown causes ).

Details of attack as follows:

Ascigned Tarsets Sorties Effective Sorties Tonnage Results

Fronkfurt M/Y ) 260 ’ 6hle 6 Unobscrved
Frankfurt/Hederheim ) 346 Not Attocked
VDM Casting Plant )

Other Targets

Geissen M/Y i Poor
Aschafienburg 2 Fair-Good
Hanau 22 Fair

T/0's Unobsexrved

e

Totals 346

v =

2. TIMighter Escort

Three groups (167 P-51s) sortied in 5 ort of heavy bombcrse Up
1009-1020 hours, down 1500~1520 hourz. 151 ¢ eccvive sortics. E/a Opoosition:
nile One u/i jet observed in the distan-c 7 o ®'Goblenzs Cloims: nil.
ssest 1 a/c (unknown cause); 1 Cate "3, 7: 2 ofc (belicved safe on
Continent). A11 groups strafed with ground claims as follows:

Destroyed Damaged
Locomotives
Goods Wegons
Motor Trunsports
0il Cars
Factory
Tractor
Obscrvation Tower
Observation Balloon

N
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Fighter Sweeps

Nil, Groups based on Continent did not operate.

Fighter Bombing

Nil
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Photo Reconnaissance

9 a/c (5 P-5s, 3 P-51ls and 1 Spitfire) cortied as follows:

a/c on D/A photos in Western and lNorthwestern Germanye
a/c on mapping missions over Northvest Germany.

a/c on mapping mission in Eastern Gcimanye
3 a/c as escort for PRU 2/c. '

211 o/c effective; no lossese

ADDENDUM TO INTOPS FOR 16 FEBRU.RY:

Report received 2230 hours 17 February.

2 F-5: sorticd on mapping miscions over Southern Germany. Both
cffective; no lossese

L. P-5ls as escort for PRU afc. 3 effective sorties; no losses.

6. Weather Recomnaissance

21 a/c (3 B-17s, 6 Mosquitoes and 12 P-5ls) sortied as follovs:

1 B=17 completed routine weathcr T1li it over sea NV of Lands Einde

1 B-17 completed a routine flight fzom the fzores.

1 B-17 complected o routine flizht to ihc Azorese

6 Mosquitoes completed special weathersrecomaissance over the Ull.,
Holland,Germany, Czechoslovakie, France and Delgiuimne

12 P-51s as weather scouts for bomber forcese

tn

A1l effective; no losses.

Air/Sea Rescue

l P-)7s on search and patrols All effcctive; no lossese

8e Special Operations

11 a/c (6 B-24s, )4 P=5ls and 1 Irior;n_u:r'_‘{;o} sortied 2s follows:

6 B-24s to form VHF screen, jarming from 0707-1000 hourse All ef feotiw

. P-51s as recley afc. All cffcctivee

1 Mosquito on a speecial operation vaous recalled before completing
missions

UERHEMHUDOBOYP>PCOZCS

No lossess

C. INTELLIGENCE

l. Enemy Air Opposition

Although a smell rumber of Jet o/c were airborne, weather conditions
were such that it would probably hzve been difficult for s/e e/a to take off,
Neigher the fighters nox! the bombers experienced any attacks. “The bombers
gighted 3 lic ~3625 tnd 1 He=i10 in the. FxdPasri arca and onc fightcr group
sihted one u/i Jjot in. the  distonce. noor Coblgnz on withdramle It is probable
that these a:/c CTre ONn reconmnaissances
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Flak

Frenkfurt - meager to moderate, accurate, tracking and barrage.
Giessen - moderate, accurate, tracking,

Coblenz = meager, inaccurate, tracizing,

Observations

Hama M/Y - about 100 freight cars in it.

Friedburg VM/Y (5018N-0846E) - filled with rolling stock.

Moderate roil and road traffic immediately north and northeast of
Frankfurt moving north and northeast.

A large mumber of barges reported on Rhine River at 5008l/-O7L5E at
1231 hours,

4. Damage to Enemy Installations

Frankfurt Mershalling Yard - Unobscrved Results

Bombing by 21 squadrons carrying 500 an’ 250 1be GP bombsze 10/10 cloud
covered photos in the early part of the attoc: and port cloud covered in the
latter part make interpretation difficult. 2 po tlerns are seen in the bullt-
up part of the town of Offerbach, 3-1/2 milcs e:at-southeast of the MPL. 5
squadron patterns are secn in the built-un avc: of Fechenheim, 3-7/10 milcs
cast of the MPI., 2 of these patterns lyin- ccross the through line to fhc
morshalling yarde 1 pettern is seen in the outslzirts of the small vill e of
Rumpenhein, 5 miles east of the MPI. The bolonce of the patterns are not
seen but rough tracks plotted for five squadrons indicate they crossed the
built-up area of Frankfurt and some disturbance visible through the clouds
indicate bombs probably fell in the eastern part of the city.

Giessen Morshalling Yard - Poor Results

Bombing by 3 and part of another souadron carrying 500 and 250 1lb, GP
bombs. Of the squadrons bombing, only one came within a mile of the MPI, Ilo
bombs fell in the morshalling yards, but some dimege was probably caused in the
residential areas.

Hanau - Fair Results

Hancu Mershalling Yard was bombed by onc squadron and port of another
carrying 250 1b, GP bombse One patterm wms scen on the yard with possibly a
third of the bombs inside the target arce, i

Aschaffenburg - Fair to Good Results

Scattered pattern of bursts, 1/2 to 1/3 of which fell in the built-up
area of town, one direct and sewveral near hits on the road bridge leading into

the tovm across the river. ;

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary renorts and is not to be used for
record purpoOses.




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date [Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y BECHTEL REC = 44-40273 273 T J4 = HOWLING BANSHEE RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y BLUM REC = BRECKENRIDGE 42-50516 516 \ J3 . STARDUST RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y BOWERS REC - WILLIAMSON 44-48837 837 L J3 -- UNKNOWN 041 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y BROWN, R REC . 42-50449 449 W J4 . HEAVENLY HIDEAWAY RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y CRAVEN REC - 42-51110 110 P I -- TOP O' THE MARK RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y DUKE REC = 44-10491 491 I 5 = THE IRON DUKE RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y EISERT REC - 44-10602 602 E Ja -- TEN GUN DOTTIE RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y FLETCHER REC = 42-51199 199 A z5 = UNKNOWN 023 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y FLOYD REC = BLACK 42-50504 504 L 1A% . UNKNOWN 019 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y HADDEN REC -- 44-40277 277 P Ja -- MISS USED RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y HATHORN REC - SIMES 42-51743 743 F J3 -- UNKNOWN 006 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y HESS REC - 42-95108 108 B Z5 -- ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y HODGES REC - 44-40298 298 E Z5 -- THE SHACK RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y HUNT REC - 42-95018 018 J Z5 -- OLD DOC'S YACHT RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y JOSEPHSON REC - 42-51206 206 S v -- THE PIED PIPER RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y LaJEUNESSE REC - 44-40285 285 H Ja -- TABLE STUFF RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y LEHR REC = 42-51215 215 T A% . UNKNOWN 024 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y McCORMICK REC . 44-40287 287 J J4 . BACHELOR'S BEDLAM RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y McCOY REC - 44-40134 134 R Ja -- UNKNOWN 039 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y O'REGAN REC - 42-51270 270 A v -- MY BUNNIE 11 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y PERRY REC - 42-100425 425 ¢} 1A% - THE BIRD RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y POLLIARD REC - 42-50499 499 U J3 -- COOKIE/OPEN POST RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y RHOADES REC - 41-29305 305 N z5 - I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y SIEVERTSON REC - 42-51514 514 B 1A% - BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y SKIDMORE REC - 42-95120 120 M z5 - HOOKEM COW / BETTY RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 |ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y SZARKO REC - 42-50502 502 E % -- LARRUPIN' LINDA RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y TARPLEY REC - 42-110059 059 T z5 - UNKNOWN 056 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y WARRELL REC - 44-40118 118 S J4 - WE'LL GET BY RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
17-Feb-45 | ASCHAFFENBURG M/Y WILBURN REC - 41-28980 980 \ Ja -- UNKNOWN 009 RECALL - 5220N 0247E WEATHER
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